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AWORD without door: 
| In which ' 


The divers Qy 1Nn10NÞ of Succeſſion 
to the CROW N of Exgland, are compared. 


| Ina LETTER 70 4 rohe "Wirth, 
| SIR, =y fs | 
1 Fter my Thanks to you for your double Favour, firſt in 
; laying your commands on me, and then thinking me 


able to reſolve that ſo- much-every-where-controverted . 
Queſtion, and every-where fo differently decided, of | 

which indeed I may ſay, that the different Intereſt and Aﬀecti- 

ons of particular men, are more than any thing, the occa- 


ſion. © But, Sir, the people of your parts miſtake the Queſtion, in 4 
making it, Whether the Duke by being a Papiſt, is ip/o facło 


diſabled to ſucceed 2 The many Statutes they. alleadge for 728 a | N 

ſerving the Proteſtant Religion, make noting for your concluſion | 

| that” therefore the Prince muſt be a Proteſtant. . To. theſe men 

1 we need return no other Anſwer than the ſenſg of the 2g Houſe 
as fey friends as 


of Commons, in which his R. H. had .perk: frien bs 
þ\ Tince had in that Houſe ; For v r inference” _ 
| educe from their preparing a Bill, and earneſt endeavour a 
to ſet him aſide by Act of Parliament; but that as yet there is. 


no Law that diſ inherits a Papiſt. a al 
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No better is that other Argument of theirs, from the Corona- 
tion-Oath to maintain the eſtabliſnt Church; and which his 
good Father, ſay they, was ſo religious an obſerver of, that he 
long for that very reaſon reſiſted the two Houſes for taking away 
the Biſhops Votes in Parliament. This Oath is part of a cere- 


mony, nothing adding to the Kings right, who is abſolutely, to all 


— and purpoſes, King before his Coronation ; nor need he 
r proceed to it. Some of our Kings have raigned years with- 


out it; ſome have received it more than once. King Edward 


the Fiſth was never Crowned, yet he is reckoned amongſt our 
Kings: And our preſent Soveraign, not to ſpeak of his twelve 
yeart abroad, ruled near a year before he was crowned; and yet 
I think no man will queſtion his Actions then as King. 

But, Sir, we have in Town another Queſtion, viz. Whether 
(admitting the D. unqueſtionable 1 it may be lawful for the 
preſerving Religion, and the Peace of th 
him of that Right becauſe he is a Roman Catholick ? for to this 
indeed , however the words may diſguiſe it, is the Queſtion 
brought; Whether we may not rob a Prince of his Right, becauſe 
that Right ſutes not with our Intereft > The doing of evil, though 

ped come of it, I read is forbidden; and ij do not find that there 
is any one Exception to ſo abſolute and general a Rule. 
Bat leaving the deciſion of the Queſtion astoJw Divitmm, na- 
turale, & politicum, to the profeſſors of thoſe Sciences, I ſhall an- 
ſwer this Queſtion with an Example, as well for that this better 
convinces, and is the ſhorter way, Ionga per præcepta via, per ex- 
empla brevis > Whoever will reflect on the fortune of Mary 
Queen of $cots, whatever the civil pretenſions were againſt her, 
w1ll find that the cauſe of Religion was that which deſtroyed her ; 
and ſure there were all and greater Motives for that, than here 
are : yet is that death reproacht, and far ever.will be, to a Queen 
in whoſe whole life, though long, and filled with as great, ſtrange, 
fudden, and important Actions and Revolutions, as that of any 
one Prince whatſoever; there is nothing to accuſe her of beſides. 
Whatever fhe might endure in her perſon and conſcience, ſure 
her Reputation has greatly fuffered, though it be uncertain how 
far ne were privy to that Action, whether by direct order and ap- 
poitntment, or by bare conſent and connivance onely; though, if 
we believe Mr. Cambder, it was neither: Yet then if ever there 
was a neceſſity of doing wrong, and then if ever might that ne- 
ceffity have been juſtified, and that for theſe following Reaſons ; 


I. The Kingdom was on a double account in deſpair of Iſſue, 
from the Queens abſolute averſion. to, and often repeated declara- 
tion in Parliament againſt Marriage, and from her years, ſhe bein 
then ſome Fifty four. 2. The 


three Nations, to deveſt 


. 
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2. The next Heir the Queen of Scots had been born and brought 
up 4 Papiſt, and having never had other Faith, it was unlikely ſhe 
ſhould at her age embrace new Principles for which ſhe had ſucked 
Hatred with her Hulk; which Hatred received no ſmall increaſe 
from the actions of Murray and other Rebels, who pretending to 
profeſs the Reformed Religion, aFed, under thoſe pretences, ſuch 
Villany and Iuj uſtice, as could not but continue the Queen more a- 
verſe to a Religion which as ſhe believed gave colour and counte- 
nance to ſuch Pra ice. 

3. The ſlate of the Kingdom at that time; The Reformation 
as eſtabliſht by > 77 Elizabeth was not yet thirty Tears old, — 
more than half the Kingdom was yet living, who remembred it, and 
had known Queen Mary ; and therefore might eaſily under auat ber 
2xcen Mary be brought ta return to their firſt Opinion. | 


The contrary of theſe three in aur preſent caſe, there is na 
man but can inform them, and therefore I ſhall omit it, ta ſhew 
that even the Caſe expreſſed was an unlawful and unjuſt act. 
Turn we to the Story, and there ſee , what ways and męans 
were ſtudied for, what endeavours were uſed, to ſecure thę Pro- 
teſtant Religion, without deſtroying that Princeſs and hex Right, 
and that by all the Miniſters of State: we ſhall have cauſe to be- 
lieve, they, as Miniſters of State, were obliged to actions that 
themſelves in their Conſcience believed unlawful ; and yet theſe 
were wiſe and able Miniſters, if ever Prince had any. | 

But if we conſider the Queen herſelf; and what was her ſenſe 
of, and her behaviour after her Cozens Death, we ſhall have all 
the reaſon in the world (knowing her great Judgment and 
Knowledge) to conclude, that herſelf was well aſſured, that 
what had been done was wicked and unlawful. But ſome will 
ſay, We deſire nat nor deſign the Death of the Duke, but to ex- 
clude him. Such men argue ill; a private man may outlive his 
fortunes, but 'tis not ſo with Princes: he that would deny a 
Prince his Throne, would as little allow him Life , it he 
could. 

But not to tire you, I ſhall conclude with this: Q. Aary died 
fitting the Parliament : Heath Archbiſhop of Tork and Lord 
Chancellor, by Order of both Houſes dedlar d the Lady Eliza- 
beth Queen, though well known to be a Proteſtant ; they ar- 
ticle not with the Queen, but rely on Gods Providence for their 
Religion. Let us not vhen, Sir, declame againſt their Principles, 
and our ſelves practiſe chem; leave that to the Puritans, who 
with all their pretended Reformation agree with them in this: 
the Pope pretends a Pow er ſuperior to Kings, and fo do they, 
though they place it elſ&@where; what elſe means that Maxime 

of 
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of theirs, A King is accountable to his People colle ctiv ely Aſ- 
ſembled in Parliament; Again, the Pope and his Followers main- 
tain, That a King if an Hzretick may be Depoſed. The Puri- 
tan will not have the Duke to ſucceed , becauſe he believes 
Popery, that is, Hereſie. 

I ſhall take my leave with my Prayers for your Health, and 
that you may continue firm to your Mother-Church of Exgland, 
of which to write any other Eacomium, or make any other 
Character than that which is left us by our late King in his 
Ei oon Baſilikee, to do wrong to his moſt incomparable Pen, 
take it then, Sir, in his words; I have tryed it, ſays that Wife 
and Learned Prince, and after much ſearch. and many Diſputes, 
have concluded it to be the beſt in the world, not only in the 
community as Chriſtian , bat alſo in' the ſpecial Notion as Re- 
formed ; keeping the middle way between the Pomp of Superſti- 
tiows Tyranny, and the Meanneſs of Fantaſtick Anarchy, Theſe 
are his words, and in them is great truth. But I ſhall tire you. 
Farewel, Sir: God keep you long in Health, and ſend you better 
Neighbours. Do juſtice, and fear nothing, tis both the Advice 
and Reſolution of : 

, 


Tour very &c. 


